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Ajhingcnt medicines are binding, which adl by the alperity 
of their particles, whereby they corrugate the membranes, and 
make them draw up clofer. Jpuincy . 

The juice is very afringent, and therefore of flow motion. 

Bacon’s Nat. Hift. N° 641 . 
What diminifheth fenfible perfpiration, encreafeth the in- 
fenfible ; for that reafon a ftrengthening and afringent diet of- 
ten conduceth to this purpofe. Arbuthnot on Aliments. 

A'strographv. nf. [from drgov and yfztpu.] The fcience of 
defcribing the ftars. Dili. 

A'strolabe. n.f. [xrfo 7 \d$uv, of arnf, and to take.] 

1 . An inftrument chiefly ufed for taking the altitude of the pole, 
the fun or ftars, at fea. 

2. A ftereographick projedtion of the circles of the fphere upon 

the plain of lome great circle. Chambers. 

Astro'loger. n.f [afrologus, Lat. from and 
j. One that, fuppofing the influences of the ftars to have a caufal 
power, profeflfes to foretel or difcover events depending on 
thole influences. 

Not unlike that which ajlrologers call a conjunction of pla- 
nets, of no very benign afpeCt the one to the other. Wotton. 

A happy genius is the gift of nature : it depends on the in- 
fluence of the ftars, fay tire ajlrologers ; on the organs of the 
body, fay the naturalifts ; it is the particular gift of heaven, 
fay the divines, both chriftians and heathens. Dryd. Pr. Dufr. 
Ajlrologers , that future fates foreftiew. Pope. 

I never heard a finer fatire againft lawyers, than that of ajlro- 
logers , when they pretend, by rules of art, to tell when a fuit 
will end, and whether to the advantage of the plaintiff or de- 
fendant. Swift. 

2. It was antiently ufed for one that underftood or explained the 
motions of the planets, without including prediction. 

A worthy ajlrologer now living, who, by the help of perfpec- 
tive glafTes, hath found in the ftars many things unknown to 
the ancients, affirms much to have been difcovered in Venus. 

Raleigh’s Hfl, of the World. 
Astrolo'gian. n.f. [from. afrology.] The fame with ajlro- 
loger. 

The twelve houfes of heaven, in the form which ajlrologians 
ufe. Ga?nden. 

The ftars, they fay, cannot difpofe, 

No more than can the ajlrologian. Hudibras. 

Astrological. j adj. [from aftrology.] Relating to aftrology ; 
Astrolo'gick. 5 profefling aftrology. 

Some feem a little ajlrological , as when they warn us from 
places of malign influence. Wotton . 

No ajirologick wizard honour gains, 

Who has not oft been banifh’d, or in chains. Dryd. Juv. 
Ajlrological prayers feem to me to be built on as good rea- 
fon as the predictions. Stilling ft . Def. of Difc. on R Idol: 

The poetical fables are more ancient than the ajlrological in- 
fluences, that were not known to the Greeks till after Alexan- 
der the Great. Bentley’s Sermons. 

Astrolo'gically. adv. [from afrology.] In an aftrological 
manner. 

To Astro'logize. v. n. [from ajlrology. ] To praCtife aftro- 
logy. 

ASTROTOGY. n.f. [afrologia, Lat.] The practice of fore- 
telling things by the knowledge of the ftars ; an art now gene- 
rally exploded, as without reafon. 

I know it hath been the opinion of the learned, who think 
of the art of ajlrology , that the ftars do not force the aCtions or 
wills of men. Swift. 

Astro'nomer. n.f. [from d'rgo>, a ftar, and a rule or law.] 
He that ftudies the celeftial motions, and the rules by which 
they are governed. 

The motions of factions under kings, ought to be like the 
motions, as the ajlr "ommers fpeak of, in the inferiour orbs .Bacon. 
The .old and new ajlronomers in vain 
Attempt the heav’nly motions to explain. Blachnore. 

Since ajlronomers no longer doubt of the motion of the pla- 
nets about the fun, it is fit to proceed upon that hypothefis. 

Locke. 

Astrono'mical. 7 adj. [from ajlronomy ] Belonging to aftro- 
Astrono'mick. J nomy. 

Our forefathers marking certain mutations to happen in the 
fun’s progrefs through the zodiack, they regiftrate and fet them 
down in their ajlronomical canons. BrGwn’ s Vulgar Err ours. 

Can he not pafs an ajlronomick line, 

Or does he dread th’ imaginary fign. 

That he fhould ne’er advance to either pole. Blackmore. 
Astrono'micall y. adv. [from ajlronomical.'] In an aftrono- 
mical manner. 

ASTRONOMY. n.f [Irgovofa, from drf, a ftar, and a 
law, or rule.] A mixed mathematical fcience teaching the 
knowledge of the celeftial bodies, their magnitudes, motions, 
diftances, periods, eclipfes, and order. The origin of aftro- 
• nomy is uncertain ; but from Egypt it travelled into Greece, 
where Pythagoras was the firft European who taught that the 
earth and planets turn round the fun, which ftands immoveable 
in the center ; as he himjfelf had been inftruCted by the Egyp- 
tian priefts. From the time of Pythagoras, ajlronomy funk in- 
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to negleCf, till it was revived by the Ptolemys, kings of F 
and the Saracens, after their conqueft of that country 
acquired fome knowledge of it, brought it from Africa to ^ ^ 
and again reftored this fcience to Europe, where it has ^ ain ’ 
ceived very confiderable improvements. q Ce , re ' 

To this muft be added the underftanding of the globes^ ^ 
the principles of geometry and ajlronomy . J a . n( ^ 

A'stroscopy. n.f [Arfle, a ftar, and raiA, to view.] Okr 
vation of the ftars. £ Ct j 

Astro-theology, n.f. [from aftrum, a ftar, and theology !f‘ 
vinity.] Divinity founded on the obfervation of the celeftA 
bodies. 

That the diurnal and annual revolutions are the motions 
the terraqueous globe, not of the fun, I ftiew in the preface of 
my Afro-Theology. Derham’s Phyfco-Theclol 

Asu'nder. adv. [apunbpan, Sax.] Apart; feparately; notto 
gether. 

Two indiredf lines, the further that they are drawn out, the 
further they go afunder. Spenfer on Ireland 

Senfe thinks the planets fpheres not much ajunder\ 

What tells us then their diftance is fo far. Sir J. LciJ 

Greedy hope to find 

His wifh, and beft advantage, us afunder. Paradife Loft, l, j x 
Thefall’n archangel, envious of ourftate. 

Seeks hid advantage to betray us worfe ; 

Which, when afunder , will not prove too hard. 

For both together are each other’s guard. Dryd. State of hn, 
Born far afunder by the tides of men. 

Like adamant and fteel they meet agen. Dryd. Fabhs, 

All this metallick matter, both that which continued afun- 
der , and in Angle corpufcles, and that which was amaffed and 
concreted into nodules, fubfided. Woodward’s Nat. HiJ), 

Asy'lum. n.f. [Lat. ctavMv, from a. not, and c-zAe'w, to pillage.] 

A place out of which he that has fled to it, may not be taken; a 
famftuary ; a refuge. 

So facred was the church to fome, that it had the right of an 
afylum , or fancluary. Ayliffe’s Paragon. 

Asymmetry, n.f [from a, without, and crv^sl^a, fymmetry.] 

1. Contrariety to fymmetry ; difproportion. 

The afym?nctries of the brain, as well as the deformities of 
the legs or face, may be redlified in time. Crew’s Copn. Sacra. 

2 . This term is fometimes ufed in mathematicks, for what is 
more ufually called incommenfurability ; when between two 
quantities there is no common meafure. 

A'symptote. n.f. [from priv. cA, with, and V/ow, to fall; 
which never meet; incoincident.] Afymptotes are right lines, 
which approach nearer and nearer to fome curve ; but which, 
though they and their curve were infinitely continued, would 
never meet ; and may be conceived as tangents to their curves 
at an infinite diftance. Chambers. 

Afymptote lines, though they may approach ftill nearer toge- 
ther, till they are nearer than the leaft aftignable diftance, yet, 
being ftill produced infinitely, will never meet. Grew’s C0J111. 
Asymptotical, adj. [from afyjnptote.] Curves are faid to be 
afymptotical, when they continually approach, without a poffibi- 
lity of meeting. 

AST ND ETON, n.f [ArA&W, of priv. and to bind to- 
gether.] A figure in grammar, when a conjunftion copula- 
tive is omitted in a lentence; as in veni, vidi, via , G is 
left out. 

At. prep, [aer, Saxon. 1 

1. At before a place, notes the ncarnefs of the place; as, a man 
is at the houfe before he is in it. 

This cuftom continued among many, to fay their prayers at 
fountains. Stilling feet’ s Def. of Difc. on Romp Idolatry 

T o all you ladies now at land 
We men at fea indite. Budhurft 

2 . At before a word fignifying time, notes the coexiftenceof the. 
time with the event ; the word time is fometimes included m 

the adjedtive. ^ 

We thought it at the very firft a fign of cold affection. Room. 
How frequent to defert him, and at laft 
To heap ingratitude on worthieft deeds. Milt. Samp. dgn. 
At the fame time that the ftorm beats upon the whole (pe* 
cies, we are falling foul upon one another. Addifon. ft" 
We made no efforts at all, where we could have moftwea- 
kened the common enemv, and, at the fame time, enac e 

ourfelves. ' . S f 

3. At before a caufal word fignifies nearly the fame as with. 

At his touch, 

Such fanebity hath heav’11 giv’n his hand, , 

They prefently amend. Shakefp. Am* 

O fir, when he fliall hear of your approach, 

If that young Arthur be not gone already, , 

Ev’n at this news he dies. Shakefp. Vng J u 

Much at the fight was Adam in his heart , • 

Difmay’d. Milton’s Paradife Loft > xl * 

High o’er their heads a moulding rock is plac d, 

That promifes a fall, and fhakes at ev’ry biaft. 0 

4. At before a fuperlative adjedfive implies in the flute, RS at > 
in the ftate of moft perfection, & c . 
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Confder any man as to his pcrfonal powers, they are not 
A £ at Lateft, they muft ftill be Unmeet. Scuta. 

S We bring into the world with us a poor needy uncertam hfe, 
fliort tf/the longeft, and unquiet at the beft. / 

c . At before a perfon, is feldom ufed otherwife than ludrcroufly ; 

i ie lono-ed to be at him, that is, to attack him. 

6 At before 'a fubftantive fometimes fignifies the particular con- 
tort or circumftances of the perfon ; as, at peace, in a ftate of 

i -"' aCv ' Under pardon. 

You are much more at tafk for want of wiflom 
Than prais’d for harmful mildnefs. hha,;i]p. ..ing ear. 
It brinreth the treafure of a realm into a few hands : for the 
tifurer beTng at certainties, and others at uncertainties, at the 
the end of the game moft ot the money will be in the box.£«r. 

Hence walk’d the fiend at large in fpacious held. 1 . Lojt. 

The reft, for whom no lot is yet decreed, ? 

May run in paftures, and at plealure feed. Dryderis Virgd. 

Deferted, at his utmoft need, 

By thofe his former bounty fed. Dryderis St. Lacilia. 

What hinder’d either in their native foil, 

At eafe to reap the harveft of their toil. Dryden’s Fables. 
Wife men are fometimes over-borne, when they are taken at 
a difadvantage. Collier of Cmfignce. 

Thefe have been the maxims they have been guided by : 
take thefe from them, and they are perfectly at a lofs, their 
compafs and pole-ftar then are gone, and their underftanding is 
perfectly at a nonplus. Locke. 

One man manages four horfes at once, and leaps from the 
back of another at full fpeed. Popes Ejjay on Homer s Battles. 

They will not let me be at quiet in my bed, but purlue me 
to my very dreams. . Swift. 

At before a fubftantive fometimes marks employment or atten- 
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ATARA'XIA. Y'f Exemption from vexation 


AVaraxy. 


tranquillity 


We find fome arrived to that fottifnnefs, as fo own roundly 
what they would be at. South. 

How d’ye find yourfelf, fays the dodtor to his patient ? A little 
while after he is at it again, with a pray how d’ye find your 
bedy ? L’Ef range. 

But fhe who well enough knew what, 

Before he fpoke, he would be at. 

Pretended not to apprehend. Hudibras. 

The creature’s at his dirty work again. Pope. 

8. At fometimes the fame with furni fed with, after the French a. 

Infufe his breaft with magnanimity, 

And make him naked foil a man at arms. Shak. HenryV I. 

9. At fometimes notes the place where any thing is, or a£ts. 

Your hufband is at hand, I hear his trumpet. Sh.M. of Ven. 
He that in tracing the veffels began at the heart, though he 
thought not at all of a circulation ; yet made he the firft true 
ftep tov/ards the difeovery. Grew’s Cofmologia Sacra. 

There various news I heard, of love and ftrife, 

Of ftorms at fea, and travels on the fliore. Pope . 

ic. At fometimes fignifies in confequence of. 

Impeachments at the profecution of the houfe of commons, 
have received their determinations in the houfe of lords. Plale. 

1 1. Ai- marks fometimes the eftedf proceeding from an adL 

Reft in this tomb, rais’d at thy hufband’s coft. Dryden. 
Tom has been at the charge of a penny upon this occafton. 

Addifon. Spectator, N° 482. 
Thofe may be of ufe to confirm by authority, what they will 
not be at the trouble to deduce by reafoning. Arbuth. on Alim. 

1 2. At fometimes is nearly the fame as in, noting fituation. 

She hath been known to come at the head of thefe rafeals, 
and beat her lover. Swift. 

1 3. At fometimes marks the occafion, like on. 

Others, with more helpful care, 

Cry’d out aloud, Beware, brave youth, beware ! 

At this he turn’d, and, as the bull drew near, 

Shunn’d, and receiv’d him on his pointed fpear. Dryden . 
At fometimes feems to fignify in the power of, or obedient to. 

But thou of all the kings, Jove’s care below, 

Art leaft at my command, and moft my foe. Dryd. Iliad. 
At fometimes notes the relation of a man to an adtion. 

To make pleafure the vehicle of health, is a dodlor at it in 
good earneft. Collier of Friendjhip. 

1 6. At fometimes imports the manner of an action. 

One warms you by degrees, the other fets you on fire all at 

once, and never intermits his heat. Dryden’s Fables , Pref. 

Not with lefs ruin than the Bajan mole, ’ J ' 

At once comes tumbling down. Dryden’s /Eneid. 

1 7. At, like the French chez, means fometimes application to or 
dependence on. 

The worft authors might endeavour to pleafe us, and in that 
endeavour deferve fomething at our hands. 

18. At all. In any manner ; in any degree. 

Nothing more true than what you once let fall, 

t Moft women have no charadters at all. 

A tabal. n.f A kind of tabour ufed by the Moors. 

Children fliall beat our atabals and drums, 

And all the noify trades of war no more 
Shall wake the peaceful morn. Dryden’s Don SebaJUan. 


Pope. 


Pope. 


The fccpticks affedted an indifferent equi ponderous neutra- 
lity, as the only means to their aiaraxia, and freedom from pa - 
ftonate difturbances. Glanville s Scepfis Scientifica . 

Ate. The preterite of eat. See To Eat. 

And by his fide, his fteed the graffy forage ate. rairy ^3. 
Even our firft parents ate themlelves out of paradife ; and 
Job’s children junketted and feafted together often. South. 

ATHA'NOR. n.f [a chymical term, borrowed from ; 

or, as others think, DJJD-] A digefting furnace, to keep heat 
for fome time; fo that it may be augmented or diminuhea at 
pleafure, by opening or fliutting fome apertures made on pur- 
pofe with Aiders over 'them, called regifters. JJuwcy. 

ATheism. n. f. [from atheif. It is only of two fyllables in pce- 
try.] The difbelief of a God. t - 

God never wrought miracles to convince atheif n, 
his ordinary works convince it. _ Bacon s h Jays. 

It is the common intereft of mankind, to punifil all tho.e Vvho 
would fed uce men to atheifn. Tillotfon . 

AT'HEIST. n.f [£&©-, without God.] One that denies the 

exiftence of God. 

To thefe, that fober race of men, whofe lives 
Religious, titled them thefons of God, 

Shall yield up all their virtue, all their fame, 

Ignobly ! to the- trains, and to the fmiles 
Of thefe fair atheijls. Milton’s P aradife Loll, b. xi. 

Though he were really a fpeculative alheijl , yet if he would 
but proceed rationally, he could not however be a pradtical 
atheijl, nor live without God in this world. South. 

Atheijl, ufe thine eyes, 

And having view’d the order of the fkies, 

Think, if thou canft, that matter blindly hurl’d, 

Without a guide, ftiould frame this wond’rous world. Creech . 
No atheijl , as fuch, can be a true friend, an aftedlionate re- 
lation, or a loyal fubjedl. Bentley s Sermons. 

Atheist, adj. Atheiftical; denying God. 

Nor ftood unmindful Abdiei to annoy 
The atheijl crew. Milton’s Paradife Loft, h. vi. 

Atheistical, adj. [from atheijl.] Given to atheifm ; im- 
pious. 

Men are atheiftical , becaufe they are firft vicious ; and ques- 
tion the truth of chriftianity, becaufe they hate the pradtice. 

South. 

Ati-ieiStic ally. adv. [from atheiftical.] In an atheiftical 
manner. 

Is it not enormous, that a divine, hearing a great Tinner talk 
atheiftically, and feoff profanely at religion, fhould, inftead of 
vindicating the truth, tacitely approve the fcoffer. South . 

I entreat fuch as are atheiftically inclined, to confider thefe 
things. Tillotfon. 

AtheiStic alness. n.f [from atheiftical.] The quality of 
being atheiftical. 

Lord, purge out of all hearts profanenefs and atheifticalnefs . 

Hammond’s Fundamentals . 

Athei'stick. adj. [from atheift.] Given to atheifm. 

This argument demonftrated the exiftence of a Deity, and 
convinced all atheijlick gainfayers. Ray on the Creation. 

A'thel, Atheling, Adel, and 7 £thel. [from a del, noble. 
Germ.] So JEthelred is noble for counfel ; Mthelard, a noble ge- 
nius ; RLthelbert , eminently noble ; Atihelward, a noble protestor. 

Gibfon’s Camden . 

A'theous. adj. [a^t^.] Atheiftick ; godlefs. 

Thy Father, who is holy, wife, and pure, 

Suffers the hypocrite, or atheous prieft. 

To tread his facred courts. Paradife Regained, b. i. 

ATHERO'MA. n.f. [c&egaucc, from a.hzoa, pap or pulfe.] Afpe- 
cies of wen, which neither caufes pain, difcolours the flan, nor 
yields eafily to the touch. 

If the matter forming them, refembles milk curds, the tu- 
mour is called atheroma ; if it be like honey, mcliceris ; and 
if compofed of fat, or a fuety fubftance, fteatoma. Sharp. 
Athero'matous. adj. [from atheroma.] Having the qualities 
of an atheroma, or curdy wen. 

I eeling the matter fluctuating, I thought it atheromatous. 

Wifeman’s Surgery, 

Athi rst, adv. [from a and thirjl.] Thirfty; in want of drink* 
With fcanty meafure then fupply their food ; 

And, when atbirf , reftrain ’em from the flood. Dryden , 

Athle'tick. adj. [from athleta, Lat. dSfoTr/s, a wreftler.] 

1. Belonging to wreftling. 

2. Strong of body ; vigorous ; lufty ; robuft. 

Seldom fhall one fee in rich families that athletick foundnefs 

and vigour of conftitution, which is feen in cottages, where 
nature is cook, and neceftity caterer. South. 

Science diftinguifhes a man of honour from one of thofe 
athletick brutes, whom undefervedly we call heroes. Dryden- ■» 

Athwa'rt. prep, [from a and thwart.] 

1 . Acrols ; tranfvcrfe to any thing. 

Themiftocles made Xerxes poft out of Grecia, by giving 
out a purpofe to break his bridge athwart the Hellefpont. 

2 • Bacon’s Ejjay s . 
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